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Undersea 
Fibre  

The growth of 
undersea fibre optic 
capacity has been a 
catalyst for change. 

 
The impact of 

technological change 
often takes years to 

manifest 



https://afterfibre.nsrc.org 

The arrival of undersea 
capacity to African shores 
in 2009 triggered a wave 
of terrestrial fibre build-
out in Africa 
 



Increased 
pressure on 
regulators to 
make more 

wireless 
spectrum 
available 



Spectrum Auction Burden 



2006 Digital Switchover Decision 

2007 
2007 

2010 



Regulation Struggles to Keep Pace 
With wireless in 

particular there is 
a need for more 

diverse strategies 

Unlicensed 
Dynamic 
Set-asides 



Growth of Unlicensed Spectrum Use 



WiFi in Africa 
2016 



New Generation of Rural GSM 



Community Cellular in Mexico 

Regulator has 
set aside small 
amounts of 
GSM spectrum 
for rural 
underserved 
areas. 



The Internet is made of  
and made by people 

NSRC has been 
building the 
capacity of 
Internet 
engineers in 
more than 120 
countries since 
1992 



Thank you 

Steve Song 
@stevesong 

https://nsrc.org 
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